
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We stimulate curiosity, nurture creativity, and enable discovery 

 

Essex Library Association provides free and equal access to library resources for all residents of 

the town and endeavors to stimulate curiosity, nurture discovery, and inspire individuals of all 

ages. In the fall of 2021 the Board of Trustees, employees, and volunteers adopted a new 

Strategic Plan in recognition of building a forward-thinking organization that provides 

programming and resources to respond to emerging community needs. The goal of the plan is to 

ensure the continued relevance, sustainability, and capacity of the Essex Library. 

 

 “The library has been a wonderful resource for our family!  

We feel so lucky that every time we need help, the library is there for us.” 

 

In the past year, the library hosted more than 15,600 building visitors, 31,000 visitors to our 

website, and 11,000 program participants. We partnered with more than 25 organizations across 

the state and country to bring you 400 programs in-person and online. Many of our Zoom 

programs attracted more than 100 attendees. We also designed and gave away more than 300 

craft activities to do at home. Our Programs for Children & Teens included weekly virtual story 

times, creative movement, trivia nights, outdoor story times, and a stuffed animal sleepover. 

 

 “The staff locate books and articles for me from throughout the state,  

including hard-to-find items from great university libraries.” 

 

Last year we circulated more than 42,000 items. Our Interlibrary services extend across the state 

through our partnerships with the LION consortium and the State Library. Our collections include 

books and DVDs, plus Wi-Fi hot spots, tools, interview accessories, fishing gear, and games. Your 

support also helps us provide employment resources like our VetNow and JobNow databases, plus 

programs on financial and estate planning. 

 

“You cannot imagine how important your ‘taking care of me’ has felt  

during this Covid horror and for years before that.” 

 

Our values 

Free and Equal Access * Privacy * Inclusion * Responsiveness * Integrity * Stewardship 

 

Your support of the library helps us provide all of this and more! 

Please vote for the Essex Library Association. 
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ASSOCIATION



VISION

The Essex Library Association is your center for free, reliable information. 
We stimulate curiosity, nurture creativity and enable discovery. We are a 
window into the world.

VALUES

Free and equal access

Privacy

Inclusion

Responsiveness

Integrity

Stewardship

MISSION STATEMENT

The Essex Library Association envisions a community where free and equal
access to information and ideas preserves and provides the foundation for
meaningful connections among people, respectful dialogue and civic
engagement.
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OUR COMMITMENTS

Meet the Needs of Our Community

The Board of Trustees recognizes the ongoing and emerging needs 
of the community it serves and is committed to being responsive 
and adaptable.

Leverage Technology 

The Board of Trustees recognizes the evolving nature of technology 
and is committed to a values-based and balanced approach to its role 
and application.

Enhance Governance 
and Management 

The Board of Trustees recognizes
the excellent people who are
currently serving in paid and
volunteer roles at The Essex Library
Association and intends to maintain
that level of professionalism and
passion into the future. 

  ·  

  ·  

  ·  

  ·  

 

Assure Financial Sustainability

The Board of Trustees advocates 
sound fiscal management and 
resource building to sustain the 
successful and continued mission 
of the Library. 



For a copy of the 2022-2025 Strategic Plan, please visit the
library or contact us at staff@essexlib.org or 860-767-1560

33 West Avenue  Essex, Connecticut 06426  ·  www.youressexlibrary.org


